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rN THE MATTER OF THE LICENSURE
PROCEEDNGS

RE:  BLAKE SWEE,RN

Liccnse No R045625

Licensee
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WHEREAS, Blake swee, RN ("Licensee"), is licensed to practice as a registered nurse in

the State of South Dakota and holds license number R045625; and

WHEREAS, on or about May 2017,the Licensee was terminated from his employnent

due to allegations ofdiversion of narcotics; and

WHEREAS,theLicenseeadmittedthathedivertednarcoticsforhisownusewhile

employed at a hospital. Licensee reported the diversion to the South Dakota Board of Nursing

(,,Board,,) on or about May 23,2017. Licensee advised the Board that he had been charged with

a class four felony, receiving a suspended imposition of sentence on that charge; and

WHEREAS,iollowingtheBoard,sreviewofthedisciplinarycase,Licenseeenteredinto

astipulationandorderforprobationwithmandatedparticipationintheHealthProfessionals

Assistance Program ('HPAP). Said Stipulation and order for Probation with HPAP was signed

bytheLicenseeonOctober24,2OlT,andapprovedbytheBoardonOctober2T'2017;and

WHEREAS,LicenseehadsignedhisParticipationAgreementwithHPAPonJuly3l'

2017; and
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WHEREAS, on November 14,2017 , the Board was notified by HPAP of Licensee's

unsuccessful discharge from the program. A discharge letter was issued by the HPAP program.

WHEREAS, Board staff attempted to contact the Licensee in regard to this discharge on

November 21, 201 7. The Licensee has not retumed any calls to the Board, nor has he answered

any messages that have been left for him on his phone despite numerous attempts to contact him;

and

WHEREAS, based upon the affidavit of Francie Miller and the above stated conduct, the

Board has concluded that Licensee's actions require emergency action, in that Licensee's actions

mayendangerthehealthandsafetyofthosewhoareorwillbeentrustedtohiscare;and

WHEREAS,theBoard,hasastatutoryobligationtoprotectthehealth,safetyandwelfare

set forth in SDCL $36-9, including the protection ofthe public from unsafe nursing practices and

practitioners.

NOW THEREFORE IT IS HEREBY ORDERED:

l.ThattheBoardhasjurisdictionoftheLicenseeandthesubjectmatterofthis

Order.

2.Thatbasedontheabove,theBoardspecificallyfindsthattheactionsofthe

Licensee endanger the public health, safety and welfare, and imperatively require emergency

actioninthatLicenseemayendangerthehealthandsafetyofthosepersonswhoareorwillbe

entrusted to his care and that these are matters ofa nature that would constitute further grounds

for discipline ofhis ticense to practice nursing under SDCL $ 36-2A and SDCL $ 36-9-49 (4)'

(s), (7) and (10).
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3. Based upon these findings, Licensee's license to practice nursing in South Dakota

is hereby summarily suspended. Licensee may petition according to SDCL $ 36-9-57 for

reinstatement of his license at any time for "good cause."

4. Licensee is hereby notified that any practice ofor holding himselfout as a

registered nurse during the terms of this Order for Summary Suspension is a violation of SDCL $

36-9-68.

5. This action is reportable discipline and will be published in the Board's newsletter

and posted on its website and reported into the National Practitioner Data Bank NPDB) as

required by law.

The South Board of Nursing met on the 8th day of February' 2018' and approved this

Order for Summary Suspension by a vote of8-0, and issues its Order for Summary Suspension

consistent herein as follows:

ITlsHEREBYoRDEREDthattheaboveisadoptedasanorderoftheSouthDakota

BOad OfNurSngぬ iS5 dayOf―
`へ
    ,2018

soUTH DAKOTA BOARD OF NURSING

Glo.ia tr6-g*rd, RN, MS
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NOTICE OF HEARING

The South Dakota Board ofNursing(``BOard'')purSuantto SDCL§ §1‐26‐ 16,1‐26-27,

and l‐26‐29,hcrcby providcs this Notice ofHearing to Blake S、 vec,RN,Liccnse No R045625

(“Licensee'')aS f01lows

l  `Hcaring on the Ordcr of Sulnmtt Suspension willtake placc before the BOard on

Aoc,\ aOU,2ols.atl :9!['m'attheofliceoftheSouthDakotaBoardof

Nursing,4305 S. Louise Avenue, Suite 201, Sioux Falls' South Dakota'

2.ThismatterisanadversarialproceedingandLicenseehastherighttobepresent

atthehearingandtoberepresentedbyanattomey.Thesedueprocessrightswillbeforfeitedif

they are not exercised at the hearing'

3. The hearing will address the Board's assertion' as set forth in its Summary

Suspension,thattheLicensee,byhisconduct'violatedSDCL$36-2AandSDCL$36-9-49(4)'

(s), (7) and (10)'

4. At the hearing, the Board will determine whether the Licensee's license shall be

suspended, revoked or subject to other disciplinary action as determined by the evidence

presented.

5' Licensee has a right to request that the agency use the Office of Hearing

ExaminerslorthisproceedingbygivingnoticeoftherequesttotheBoardnolaterthanten(10)

days after the service of this Notice of Hearing on Order for Summary Suspension'

6. A decision issued by the Board after the hearing may be appealed to the circuit

court and to the state Supreme Court as provided by law'
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- llx
Dared rhis 5 - day of t^nc:/r-<-0.r , 2018.

SOUTH DAKOTA BOARD OF NURSNG

Gloria Darfigaard, RN, MS
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Executive Director


